The Japan Foundation Exhibition Program

“Have We Met?”
Objective:

The economic development of the late 1980s had transformed the socio-cultural climate of countries in Asia, and the changes were further accelerated by the global advancement of digital technology in the 1990s. The young generations in their twenties and thirties, who spent their youths during the years of high economic growth, share the experiences of watching the same television and animation programs (anime), reading the same comic books (manga), listening to the same pop music, and being acquainted with other common subcultures that are prevalent in Asia. It has been pointed out in the recent years that in the arts, too, despite the disparate cultural environments among countries, artists and artworks share a sense of contemporaneous sensibility. Furthermore, experimental artistic expressions that extend beyond the conventional framework of visual arts and the confines of institutions, cross over various media, including video, film, photograph, architecture, design, music, performance, and images, are setting a new trend. 

At the Japan Foundation, we have attempted to reflect these shifting realities in Asia through our recent exhibitions, “Under Construction” (2002) and “Out the Window” (2003) that showcased the artistic sensibilities of the young generations, not confined to conventional art historical discourses and disciplines. In our upcoming exhibition, “Have We Met?”, we will focus on the arts and culture of Asia. The exhibition will be planned and organized by young curators and creators who are involved in activities that explore the sense of “contemporary” in their local art scenes with a global perspective.

We hope that this new project will offer us a glimpse into the cutting edge expressions of contemporary Asia, which reflect the acute sensitivities of the curators working in collaboration to select artists of their time.   
Exhibition Outline:

Dates: 

December 11, 2004 (Sat) ~ January 30, 2005 (Sun)

Venue: 

The Japan Foundation Forum (Akasaka)

      

Akasaka Twin Tower 1F, 2-17-22 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo

Admission:
Adults \400 / College & High School Students \300 / 

free for Junior High School & under , 65 & over

Open Hours:
11:00 am ~ 7:00 pm

Closed: 
Mondays & End of Year/New Years holidays

Organized by: 
The Japan Foundation 
Curators: 

Ade Darmawan (Mr) 

Born in Jakarata, Indonesia in 1974. Director of alternative space, ruangrupa. Artist and curator. Lives and works in Jakarta.

Kohno Haruko (Ms)

Born in Tokyo, Japan in 1970. Curator of Shiseido Gallery. Lives and works in Tokyo.

Pooja Sood (Ms)

Born in Pune, India. Director of KHOJ International Artists Workshop. Curator. Lives and works in New Delhi.

Prabda Yoon (Mr)

Born in Bangkok, Thailand in 1973. Writer, critic, film writer, photographer, designer, and magazine editor. Lives and works in Bangkok. 

Artists:

India

Anant Joshi  (Mumbai)

      

Hema Upadhyaya (Mumbai)        

Krishnaraj Chonat (Bangalore)


Kiran Subbaiah  (Bangalore)

Indonesia  
Eko Nugroho  (Yogyakarta)     

          

Anggun Priambodo (Jakarta)  

          

Rudi Mantofani (Yogyakarta)   

          

Sigit Pius (Yogyakarta)         

Japan
  
Kobayashi Youko (Tokyo)

 
Sawa Hiraki (London/Tokyo)     

  
Nawa Kohei (Osaka)    

  
Mori Hiroharu (NY/Tokyo)   

Thailand 
Wit Pinkanchanapong (Bangkok)

          

Portaweesak　Rimsakul (Bangkok)

Curators’ Note on “Have We Met?”
The Japan Foundation will host the exhibition “Have We Met?”, the third of a series of collaborative exhibitions among curators in Asia. Ensuing the exhibitions “Under Construction” (2002) and “Out the Window” (2004), this exhibition stems from the unchanging intention to introduce Asian artists from the Asian perspective, but will depart from the idea of showcasing multiple talents that formulate the art scenes of each country in question. This show will introduce a tighter package of artists that may not necessarily mirror a large part of what is taking place in each country today, but can expose slight yet interesting points of tangency among those that share a common place in region and time.
Four individuals with variegated backgrounds and experiences from India, Indonesia, Thailand and Japan have gathered to explore the contemporary art scenes of each other’s countries.  After a shared research trip to each country, they have selected together a handful of artists who are either in the early stages of their career or are yet to be introduced to larger audiences, particularly that of Japan where the exhibition will be held.  Their practices range from video works, objects, installations, computer as well as hand-drawn animations, to project-based works made specifically for this occasion.  
Echoing the nature of the research trip, which was for the most part a first-time visit to neighboring nations for the curators, “Have We Met?” is an attempt to explore new artists as well as new impressions of Asia.  Are Indian artists all engrossed in socio-political matters?  Are Japanese artists always turned inward to their close circles of interests?  As multiethnic nations, are artists in Thailand and Indonesia constantly tackled by questions of identity?  The works chosen for this show, which embrace contemporary concerns while offering a charming sense of play, may take us beyond such inaccurate perceptions and unnecessary assumptions.
Wavering somewhere between a casual pickup line and a halt for self-questioning, “Have We Met?” will offer a catalyst for further dialogue, if not an entry point for communications among individuals who might well be called “well-acquainted strangers.”  With a little plunge to explore, the curators suggest through this show, a new relationship might just emerge.
